
For Your Diary

Group AGM

The Group AGM will take place at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday, 18th November 2014, at the Friends 
Meeting House on Meeting House Lane, Lancaster.

After the AGM business there will be a presentation 
given by John Parker entitled “The Story of the 
Ordnance Survey”. John, who has worked for the 
Ordnance Survey, is well placed to give us a 
fascinating insight into the history of the organisation 
that is so closely associated with the work and play of 
Ramblers Association members.

David Simpson has kindly agreed again to compile 
and show a short video of our walks through the year 
(although we can't promise the dramatic action scenes
shown last year!). 

Refreshments will be available. This important event 
should be an enjoyable and interesting evening and 
we hope you will be able to join us.

David Johnson

“A Walk Back in Time”

We are holding a special event at 7.00pm on Tuesday,
9th December 2014 at the Church of the Ascension,
Torrisholme to celebrate the history of Ramblers 
Association Lancaster Group. There will be slides, 
press cuttings and other items from the archives from 
1970s onwards and you are all invited. 

If you have any memories, pictures or other items of 
interest from the past please bring them along.

Please bring along a plate of food to share in a 
“Jacob's Join”. Tea and coffee will be provided. 

We look forward to seeing you there.

David Johnson

Walk & Lunch 6th November 2014

The next Walk and Lunch event will be on 6th 
November 2014. Please see the walks programme 
for details. Whether or not you are walking, if you wish
to come for lunch please contact me on 01524 68083 
or David Johnson (contact details above). 

Hilary Bellis

Committee news

Walks Programme

You may or may not know that the walks programme 
you receive with the newsletter has been, for the last 
ten years, compiled by Cicely Pickles. She is the one 
who takes all those dates that leaders cannot lead 
and juggles them about until there are walks available 
twice a week throughout the year and weekly evening 
walks in summer. Cicely has other commitments that 
are taking more of her time and so the current 
programme will be her last.

We extend our thanks to Cicely for her dedication to 
the task over the years and welcome Libby Hacking 
who has agreed to take over. Those of you who are 
leaders can look forward to hearing from Libby within 
the next four months!

Footpath Secretary

After 5 years in post I am resigning as Footpath 
Secretary at the AGM in November this year. I had 
hoped that someone in our membership would have 
responded to a previous request and offered to 
replace me, and in doing so would have been able to 
‘shadow’ the work through the summer. This has not 
happened.

Maybe uncertainty about what is involved is putting 
people off. The brief for a footpath secretary is to 
record complaints about the state of the public rights 
of way (PRoW) in our parishes which have been 
forwarded by our members or the public. We have 
‘paper’ files already set up and the information is 
written into these. This information is then passed on 
to whichever authority is relevant; at present I do this 
by email, but it could be done on paper by posting the 
information.
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Also any proposals which are made by the Authorities 
to Divert or Extinguish a PRoW are sent to the 
Footpath Secretary (either direct or via our Central 
Office). The Committee should be made aware of, and
discuss, these before a response is made. 

Anything over and above this basic work is up to the 
person in post.

The present fortnightly footpath inspections are not 
obligatory, but it is one way of making sure the paths 
are regularly walked, and kept in good condition as 
the PRoW staff in the Authority’s Departments do not 
have time to do this. We do have a core team of about
6 people willing to do these, with others helping on 
occasion.

There are three different meetings, outside of the 
monthly Group Committee meetings, which I often 
attend. This again is not necessary but they are 
informative and worth attending. These are all at most 
quarterly: the Lake District  Area footpath meeting is 
held on a Saturday morning in Kendal,  the 
Lancashire Ramblers’ meeting is held in an evening in
Preston at County Hall next to the railway station, and 
the Forum for PRoW users takes place on a weekday 
morning again in County Hall.

I hope someone will come forward to help keep our 
local paths in good condition, so that walking in our 
area remains a pleasure. I will endeavour to give them
help and advice when required. If any more 
information is needed prior to the AGM please contact
me on 01524 32816 or email: 
joygreenwood25@yahoo.co.uk.

Joy Greenwood

Programme Distributors

The Walks Programme and newsletters are published 
3 times per year. Although some are now sent by 
email and some posted, the majority are hand 
delivered by volunteers, and more are needed.

If you can spare a bit of time every 4 months to deliver
within your local area, please contact me on 
01524823853, email m.t.garner@btinternet.com.

Mary Garner

Walking Partnership

Readers will be interested to know that the Group 
received £40 as the latest twice-yearly payment from 
the Walking Partnership, earned through members 
nominating Lancaster Group when booking a 
Ramblers Worldwide holiday.

Social Events Organiser

Do you have a flair for organising social occasions? 
We are looking for someone to devise and organise 
social events for members, perhaps once a year but 
could be more. You would not need to be a committee
member; rather you would agree the event with 
someone on the committee and get expenses and 
other support from them.

Please get in touch if you can help.

David Johnson.

Footpath report form for leaders

Included with the walks programme emailed to walks 
leaders is a footpath report form. Leaders can use this
form to report problems encountered in their walks. 
Forms can be obtained from me if you don't have 
email.

David Johnson.

Path Maintenance Teams

The “Local Delivery Scheme”, run by Lancashire 
County Council, is intended to get the community 
involved in the upkeep of public footpaths.

It is available to user groups and volunteers as well as
parish and town councils. The County Council pays 
those in the scheme an annual grant of £200 to 
assess reported problems and carry out vegetation 
clearance around gates and stiles. Problems can be 
reported by the groups to the County Council, or the 
County Council can offer jobs to the groups at a set 
menu price.

Many of you will have seen the recent article in “Walk”
magazine about the importance and successes of 
path teams across the country.

We would like to ascertain the level of interest there 
may be within our Group for forming a working team 
to get involved in path maintenance. Individual 
involvement could range from simple manual work to 
co-ordination and liaison with the County Council.

Forming such a team can only help our relationships 
with the County and other councils and may lead to 
opportunities for additional tasks such as way-marking
and stile repair or replacement.

If you would like to get involved in path maintenance 
work, at any level, please contact me at 
secretary@lancasterramblers.org.uk or telephone 
01524811366

Lancaster Ramblers Chalet Trek 2014

We will be having another trek, staying at  the 
Ramblers Chalet in Stair, from Tuesday 30th 
September to Friday 3rd October 2014. The overnight 
cost will be £30 for RA members for the three nights.
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To book for this, please complete the form in this 
newsletter (use the correct one!) and return, together 
with the fee (making cheque payable to S G W Gale) 
to:

Gill Gale, 54 Morecambe Road, Morecambe, LA3 
3AD

01524 412487   s.gale838@btinternet.com

Lancaster Ramblers Holiday March 2015

I have arranged for another Alfa Travel holiday in 
March 2015. 

This time, we will be based at Newquay, Cornwall, at 
the Eliot Hotel, and the holiday will be from 
Wednesday 11th March until Sunday 15th 2015.

The total cost of the holiday including transport to 
Newquay and the accommodation will be £170. While 
there, we will arrange walks on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday but anyone who wishes will be able to take 
advantage of the included Alfa excursions if they 
should wish to do so.

I have reserved mainly twin-bedded rooms but also 
have managed to get 1 or 2 single rooms (which 
would be initially be allocated to those with the 
greatest need of a room on their own).

I have paid a holding deposit to Alfa but need to pay a 
deposit of £30 per person before the end of 
September 2014  to keep these provisional 
reservations.

To book for this holiday, please return the form in this 
newsletter (use the correct one!) together with the 
deposit of £30 per person as soon as possible. 
Cheques should be made payable to:

S G W Gale and sent to:

Gill Gale, 54 Morecambe Road, Morecambe, LA3 
3AD

For further information, please phone 01524 412487 
or email s.gale838@btinternet.com

GPS Forum

If you responded to this item in the last newsletter, I 
hope to be contacting you soon to set up the meeting.

 If you didn't and are interested in getting the most out 
of your GPS or just want to know what it is or what is 
available, please contact me. 

David Johnson

email: secretary@lancasterramblers.org.uk

Tel:01524811366

Isle of Wight Trek

With a promising forecast, especially for April, we 
packed shorts and tee-shirts, as well as the usual foul 
weather gear, in anticipation of some good walking on 
the Trek to the Isle of Wight.

The coach journey was uneventful, helped by the fact 
that, because we had exclusive use of the coach, we 
didn't have to call at any interchange. The short sail to
the island was equally lacking in drama and we 
arrived at our hotel in Sandown in good spirits.

Next morning, donned in said tee-shirt and shorts, we 
boarded the coach for our first walk from St Lawrence 
back to Sandown. Gill had a bit of a struggle getting 
the driver to drop us at the right spot, because apart 
from restrictions on which roads coaches can use, he 
didn't seem to understand OS maps! Nevertheless, 
we started more-or-less on target apart from being a 
bit higher (well, 300 feet, actually!). A lovely coastal 
walk followed, with some time to look round Shanklin 
en-route. 

Bembridge Down was our target for the next day, to 
which we walked from the hotel. After looking round 
the Fort, we descended into Bembridge and headed 
for the windmill. Those looking for a lazy afternoon 
headed for the bus-stop for the return to Sandown, 
whilst the rest of us headed for home via the Brading 
Marshes Nature Reserve. I'm not sure about the 
abundance of flora and fauna, but I do know there 
was plenty of mud and a couple of slides resulted in 
cuts from brambles and very muddy trousers! 

Our final day was over Tennison Down, taking in the 
famous sights of the Needles and Alum Bay, ending 
up at Freshwater where the coach picked us up. 

To sum up: good weather, good food, good company 
and good walks. Gill's a genius and we thank her for 
making it possible. 

David Johnson.
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Booking form for 2014 Ramblers Chalet Trek

Name:. .........................................

Address:. .....................................................................................................................................

Phone No................................................Email............................................................................

I wish to book for the Lancaster Ramblers Chalet Trek from Tuesday 30th September to Friday 3rd October 2014 
and enclose a cheque for £30 (to be made payable to S G W Gale) for the overnight accommodation.

(if you do not wish to print or destroy the newsletter please provide 
the information on a separate piece of paper)

Booking Form for 2015 Newquay Holiday

Name:. .........................................

Address:. .....................................................................................................................................

Phone No................................................Email............................................................................

I/we wish to book for the Lancaster Ramblers Newquay Holiday from 11th to 15th March 2015 and enclose a 
cheque for £................... (to be made payable to S G W Gale).

(if you do not wish to print or destroy the newsletter please provide 
the information on a separate piece of paper)
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